ATHALIAH QUEEN OF JUDAH
2 Kings 11; 2 Chronicles 22
   --- A brief summary of the division of the nation of Israel. The people demanded a reduction in taxes, but Rehoboam listened to his young counselors and said that instead of reducing them, there would be an increase in taxes.
   --- Ten tribes departed under Jeroboam. Their capital was Samaria, and they built a temple in Gerizim. It was called "Israel" (the northern kingdom) and the two tribes that remained in Jerusalem were called "Judah" (the southern kingdom).
   --- Athaliah was the daughter of Ahab, King of Israel, and his wife Jezebel.
    --- By marrying Joram, king over the kingdom of Judah she became queen consort of Judah.
   --- She married at a young age. The marriage cemented an alliance between the two countries. When Jehoram died and her son Ahaziah became king, she became the highest-ranking woman in the kingdom. As the mother of the reigning king, she surpassed any of her son's wives and concubines, and was an extremely powerful woman,
   --- When her husband died, her son Ahaziah occupied the throne, but only for a short time.
 --- 2 Chronicles 22:10-12, "10Then Athaliah, the mother of Ahaziah, saw that her son was killed, rose up and destroyed all the royal descendants of the house of Judah.
11 But Jehosabeth, the king's daughter, took Joash son of Ahaziah, and hid him from his family and kept him and his mistress in one of the chambers. So Jehosabeth, the daughter of King Jehoram, the wife of Jehoiada the priest (for she was the sister of Ahaziah), hid him from Athaliah, and they did not kill him. 12 And he hid himself with them in the house of God for six years. Meanwhile Athaliah reigned over the land.
  --- Joiada introduced him to the public by surprise. 
   --- After this coup d'état, Athaliah was captured and executed.
  --- Galatians 6:7 "Do not be deceived, God cannot be mocked, for whatever a man sows that he will also reap."
 --- Athaliah was guilty of many of the works of the flesh, killing men as if they were animals. Galatians 5:19-21, 19And  manifest are the works of the flesh, which are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, 20idolatry, sorceries, enmities, strife, jealousy, wrath, strife, dissensions, heresies
, 21envy, murder, drunkenness,, and the like; concerning which I warn you, as I have told you before, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God."
   ---Athaliah sowed (was guilty of) several of these works of the flesh and had to "reap" what she had sown.
 --- She had a very carnal and selfish concept of "greatness." She thought that to gain the throne at any cost was greatness. She thought that in order to be great and exercise authority in the world she had to be domineering, tough, and demanding.
--- Athaliah had the philosophy of the world, that the greatest nation is the one that can control and dominate the others by force of arms, and by political intrigue.
--- According to this philosophy, the officers of a ruling kingdom should be persons of great power, well exalted, with sufficient authority to execute its laws.
--- But the Bible speaks of another concept, totally opposed to the ambitions of many men and women. The concept of greatness presented by Christ says that to be great, to be greater, to be important, and to have much influence -- in short, to be elevated, exalted -- one must first humble oneself, rather than exalt oneself. To go up, you must first go down. It is a paradox that many do not want to learn. Many want to be great, but very few want to be humble.
   --- A study of the women of the Bible reveals the life and service of various women of that class, humble women, helpful women like Dorcas, Lydia, Phoebe, and many others. Romans 16, Paul praises Phoebe and a list of women who helped in the work of him and his companions. Athaliah was not like these women in any way. She was totally different.
   --- Athaliah was her mother's duplicate. All parents should remember that their children will imitate them in many ways. In many cases they are duplicates of their parents.
   --- Although Abraham's descendants had a covenant with God, most of them set it aside to worship and serve the pagan gods.
   --- But surely Ahab and Jezebel knew of God's judgments, and so they knew that if they did not repent, they would suffer severe punishment from God. And yet, having this knowledge, they brought Athaliah into the world to walk in the footsteps of her fathers, footsteps that would lead to eternal punishment.
   --- And how many millions imitate them. I ask, what are parents thinking who don't want to serve God and have children who will surely follow them on the broad road that leads them to the lake of fire.
   --- Surely what Jesus says of Judas, "Woe to the man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed, is applicable in many cases! It would have been good for that man not to have been born" (Mark 14:21). 
   --- It was very applicable to the case of Athaliah, but it is equally applicable to millions who are born of worldly parents. It is not impossible for them to go out of their environment to learn and obey the gospel, but how many do?

 --- Athaliah was a faithful imitator of Ahab and Jezebel, her parents. 1 Kings 16:28-33, "28And Omri slept with his fathers, and was buried in Samaria, and Ahab his son reigned in his stead. 29 Ahab son of Omri began to reign over Israel in the thirty-eighth year of Asa king of Judah. 30 And Ahab son of Omri reigned over Israel in Samaria twenty-two years. And Ahab son of Omri did evil in the sight of the Lord, more than all those who reigned before him. 31 For it was a light thing for him to walk in the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and he took Jezebel the daughter of Eth-baal king of the Sidonians to wife, and went and served Baal and worshipped him. 32 And he made an altar to Baal in the temple of Baal which he built in Samaria.
33  And Ahab made an image of Asherah, and Ahab made more than all the kings of Israel who reigned before him, to provoke the wrath of the LORD, the God of Israel."
   --- And of course, Jezebel was King Ahab's faithful companion. 1 Kings 18:19 speaks of the 450 prophets of Baal and the 400 prophets of Asherah, who ate at Jezebel's table.
   --- With such parents, what was expected of Athaliah?
   --- If anyone thinks that we should not compare today's worldly parents with Ahab and Jezebel, I answer that there are no compartments in hell. Those who indifferently do not obey the gospel will be in the same hell that will be home to people like Ahab and Jezebel.
   --- 1 Corinthians 10:6, "These things happened as examples to us, so that you should not be idolaters like some of them.11 And these things happened to them as an example, and they are written to warn us, who have reached the ends of the world.
12 Therefore he who thinks he stands, let him see that he does not fall."
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